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Association says ‘bunkhouse’ questions need answers

Guest View/From the Cassia Peak Civic Association

The Cache Peak Civic Association, a group of residents and friends of the Almo community, maintain that we have the right to basic information about activities at the City of Rocks National Reserve and Castle Rocks State Park that will affect local businesses and our livelihood.

We believe that a tax dollar built and funded “Bunkhouse” which is reported to be a motel and conference center at Castle Rocks will impact the two bed and breakfast establishments, three cabins, vacation retreat rental home and restaurant and conference center, in addition to the inn now under construction. At our June meeting, we requested that Wallace Keck, superintendent at City of Rocks, relay to Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation a request that we be allowed a year or two for local businesses to fill the need for overnight lodging and conference facilities. We received no response to our request, other than that IDPR had presented its proposal to Gov. Butch Otter.

For two months we have been asking IDPR for information about the facility it plans to build. Even though Mr. Keck and Mr. Taylor of the IDPR finally came to the June 2007 meeting of the Cache Peak Civic Association, we have absolutely no idea of the plans for the Castle Rocks “Bunkhouse“.

We are told that we will be able to see the “drawings, blueprints, construction schedule and a proposed business plan” at an open house to be held shortly. At that time, the IDPR will have stakes in the ground to show us where the facility will be. Obviously, by that time the facility will be well on its way to being built.

The issue has become political, and now public, because the IDPR and Sen. Denton Darrington have not responded to any requests for even basic information or consideration.

The Cache Peak Civic Association believes that an interpretive center built on park property outside of Castle Rocks would be a better use of money for both the community and Castle Rocks State Park.

Please visit our new website at www.almoidaho.com to read the correspondence to IDPR, Gov. Otter, and Sen. Darrington. Click on the CPCA tab, then choose category and scroll to Correspondence. Please help us by contacting Gov. Otter, the IDPR and local officials and requesting that a government built facility not be allowed to compete with our local private businesses.

Janis Durfee is corresponding secretary for the Cache Peak Civic Association in Almo.

